But, the third side of the triangle, if I may say so, which consists of the European Community, is also experiencing some changes, as you all know.
We From our side, we pledged to convince the French to lift the "Poitiers system" . But, in exchange, we convinced the Japanese to exert moderation in their export of some sensitive products like VTRs. It was during this discussion that MITI Minister Yamanaka mentioned the "ten-headed snake". To come back to the title of my lecture today, that was a turning point in our relations. It was from that moment that the Japanese authorities understood the benefit and the necessity of dealing with the European Community as a whole.
Beyond this agreement on export moderation we decided together, Japan and the EC to develop our relationships in other fields than just trade-not to speak of "trade f rictions " ! Then we launched the idea of cooperation in science and technology. The last case I would like to mention happened in July this year.
The Japanese meteorological made an inquiry about the procurement of a meteorological satellite. Among others, it contacted the European Space Agency (ESA) which, as you know, is an independent body, not linked to the European Community, but in which many countries participate. The ESA made an offer fifty percent cheaper that the American or Japanese offer. According to specialists, the ESA technology is absolutely first class. And, finally, ESA proposed to the Japanese a cooperation not only in manufacturing the satellite, but even for the booster launching it, the famous Ariane rocket. In spite of all these very positive elements , the European offer was flatly rejected. So, you know, things like that happen, but it shows that we still have to improve our cooperation...
